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THE VIRGINIA FRONTIER IN HISTORY— 1778. 
By David I. Bushnell, Jr. 



IV. Events Leading to the Treaty of Fort Pitt 

The winter of 1777-1778 was one of the darkest periods in the 
history of the western frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
The death of Cornstalk on November 10 had caused his followers 
to assume a more restive attitude, and thus endangered the 
scattered settlements beyond the Blue Ridge. Northward, on 
the border of Pennsylvania, small bands of hostile warriors 
reached the settlements eastward from Fort Pitt and did great 
damage: destroying property and killing the settlers. About 
this time a letter was sent by Col. Lochry, Lieutenant of the 
county of Westmoreland, to Thomas Wharton(l) setting forth 
the grave perils surrounding the outlying posts. The original 
letter is in the Library of Congress (Pennsylvania State Papers, 
No. 69, Vol. 1, folio 437). The letter follows: 

"Honoured Sir: 

"The distressed situation of our country is such that we have 
no prospect but desolation and destruction. The whole coun- 
try on the north side of the road, from the allegany mountains, 
is all kept close in forts, and can get no subsistance from their 
plantations. — they have made application to us, requesting to 
be put under pay and receive rations; and as we can see no other 
way to keep the people from flying and letting the country be 
evacuated, we were obliged to adopt their measures, requesting 
your excellency to give the necessary orders to enable us to put 
them in execution — if these very measures is not adopted I see 
no other method that can secure the people from giving up the 
country — these people, whilst they support these frontier posts, 

1-Thomas Wharton was born in 1735, and died May 22, 1778. Oa 
March 5, 1777 he was inaugurated as President of Pennsylvania and 
held that office until his death. 
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are certainly serving the publick, and certainly cannot continue 
long so to do, unless supported by the publick. Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Campble and four other persons are made 
prisoners on the waters of black legs creek, (2) four other men 
killed and scalped near the same place, one man kil'd near 
Wallaces(3) fort on conemaugh; eleven others person killed 
and scalped at Palmers(4) fort and near Ligonier, amongst 
which is Ensign Wood. At the place where Colo. Campble was 
made prisoner four rascally proclamations was left by the 
savages, by the Governor of detroit, requesting all persons to 
come to him or any other of the governors occupied by his 
majestys troops, and they should receive pay and lodgings as 
they rank with us. Every private for encouragement to have 
two hundred acres of land. In short there is very few days 
there is not some Murder committed on some part of our 
frontiers. If your excellency will please to adopt our meastires 
and give the necessary orders for putting them in execution.I 
hope with divine assistance, we shall be able to hold the country 
till we are enabled by the more effectual measures ; that is carry- 
ing on an expedition in their country. We have likewise ven- 
tured to erect two Stockade forts at Ligonier and Hanna'stown 
at the public expence, with a store house in each, to secure both 
publick and prviate property in, and be a place of retreat for the 
suffering frontiers in case of necessity; which I flatter myself 
will meet with your excellencys approbation — and beg leave to 
subscribe myself Your excellencys 

"Westmoreland, 4 th Nov. 1777 most Obliged 

To his excellency most humble servant 
Thomas Wharto n, jr. Pres . A- Lochry. Lieut" 

2-In The American Gazetteer, by Jedidiah Morse, Boston, 1797, is 
the following brief note which may refer to this creek: "Black Lick, 
lies in Westmoreland co. Pennsylvania, about 36 miles E. of Pittsburg." 

3-Wallace's Fort. "The Port was erected on the farm of Richard 
Wallace, who was one of the first settlers in that part of Derry township 
in Westmoreland county, which lay between the old Forbes road and the 
Conemaugh river. * * * This fort was the place of resort and refuge for the 
inhabitants of the frontiers lying north of the CM Road and east of 
Hannastown and Fort Hand all through the Revolution; and particularly 
for those who lived along the Conemaugh river and north of that os far 
as settlements were made." Report of the Commissioners to locate 
the site of the Frontier Forts of Pennsylvania, 1896. Vol . II, p. 344 et seq. 

4-Palmer's fort, or stockade, stood in Fairfield township, Westmore- 
land county. 
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In the same volume of manuscripts is a communication from 
the Council of Safety to the Delegates in Congress, in which 
reference is made to the receipt of the preceding letter. It is 
dated from Lancaster, November 14, 1777, and from it the 
following quotations are made: 

"Sir: 

"This Council is applied to by the people of the County of 
Westmoreland in this Commonwealth with the most alarming 
Complaints of Indian Depredations. The letter of which the 
inclosed is a copy will give you some Idea of their present situa- 
tion. We are further informed by verbal accounts, that an 
Extent of 60 Miles has been evacuated to the savages, full of 
Stock, Com, Hoggs & Poultry, that they had attacked Palmer's 
Fort about 7 miles distant from Fort Ligonier(5) without 
success; and from the information of White Eyes(6) and others 
circumstances; it is feared Fort Ligonier has by this time been 
attacked. There is likewise reason to fear the Savages will 
extend to Bedford county and along the frontiers. We shall 
order out the Militia of Bedford county and take such other 
steps as may be immediately necessary for the relief of these 
settlements, but we find they are greatly deficient in the article 
of arms, and especially ammunition and flints. In fort Lig- 
onier, when our informants left it, there was not more than forty 
pounds of powder and fifteen pounds of lead, flints are sold at a 
dollar a piece. We know not the situation of Gen. Hand, (7) 
his forces or his views; but we have reserved the militias of Bed- 
ford & Westmoreland, for the purpose of co-operating with him 
in those parts of the states, & the neighbourhood." 

The letter from the Council of Safety was referred to a com- 
mittee in congress which reported six days later. A copy of the 
report was immediately sent to Virginia. This copy of the 

5-"Fort Ligonier lies on the road from Philadelphia to Pittsburg; 266 
miles from the former and 54 from the latter, and 9 miles from the E. 
side of Laurel Hill." (Morse, Jedidiah, op. cit.) A fort had been 
erected here by the British during the French and Indian war. 

6-White Eyes, a chief of the Delaware and friend of the Americans. 
He was succeeded by Killbuck. 

7-General Edward Hand was at this time in command of the Western 
Department, with headquarters at Fort Pitt. 
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report, together with Governor Henry's letter transmitting it 
to the General Assembly, are preserved in the Virginia State 
Library, Richmond, and are given below: 

"Dec 1 5 th 1777 

"Sir. 

"I beg Leave to communicate to the general Assembly, the 
Resolutions of Congress & the letter from M* Laurens, which 
accompany this. I also enclose you a Letter from General 
Washington & have the Honor to be 
Sir 

Your most obedient 
Servant 

P. Henry" 

On the back of the letter is the address: "The Hon'ble George 
Wythe Esq', Speaker of the House of Delegates," and the sub- 
scription "Commissioners for indian affairs at Fort Pitt — 
Detroit." 

The document received from Congress is in a perfect state of 
preservation, and is of great interest: 

"In Congress: Nov* 20: 1777— 

"The committee, to whom the letter of the 14 : from the coun- 
cil of safety of Pennsylvania & the letters from fort Pitt were 
referred, report : 

"That an inroad has been made on the Western frontiers of 
Virginia & Pennsylvania, by some savage tribes of Indians, 
wherein a number of helpless people have been cruelly mass- 
acred, & the peaceble inhabitants driven from their homes, & 
reduced to great distress: That from a number of papers staled 
proclamations, under the hand and seal of Henry Hamilton, 
lieut. gov* of fort Detroit, left by the Indians, where they com- 
mitted their murders, & of which there is one, now in the pos- 
session of the committee, as well as from other information & 
circumstances, it appears, that these savages have been insti- 
gated by the British agent and emissaries & particularly, by the 
said Henry Hamilton to this barbarous & murderous war — 

"The committee apprehend, That so long as that post con- 
tinues to be garrisoned by British troops, who are restrained 
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by no laws of humanity, from using every means to accomplish 
their purpose of subjugating these States, those frontiers will 
be incessantly exposed to the barbarous ravages of the Indian 
tribes under their influence. — 

"That by means of the said agents & emissaries, a dangerous 
spirit of disaffection has been excited & formented, among some 
worthless & evil disposed persons on the said frontiers, who lost 
all sentiments of virtue, honor or regard for their country have 
been induced to aid our remorseless enemy. — 

"That the Shawanese & Delawares continue well affected & 
disposed to preserve the league of peace & amity entered into 
with us for which reason they are threatened with an attack by 
their hostile neighbours, who have invaded us, & are at the same 
time exposed to danger from the attempts of ill disposed, or ill 
advised persons among ourselves. — 

"Your committee therefore are of opinion, That for the safety 
& 'security of the frontiers, as well as to preserve the public faith 
of these United States plightes to our Indian allies, speedy & 
effectual measures ought to be taken to suppress the spirit of 
disaffection among our own deluded people — to repel & put a 
stop to the hostile invasion of our enemies — to protect ourlndian 
allies & confirm them in their good disposition & to remove, if 
possible, the cause from whence all the evils in that quarter 
arise : whereupon 

"Resolved, That three commissioners be appointed to repair 
without delay to fort Pitt. That they be instructed to inves- 
tigate the rise, progress & extent of the disaffection in that 
quarter, & take measures for suppressing the same & bringing 
the deluded people to a sense of their duty. 

"That the said commissioners be invested with full power to 
suspend for misconduct any officers in the service of the United 
States employed in that quarter & appoint others in their room, 
& confine in safe custody all such officers, against whom they 
shall have satisfactory proof of being offenders against the rights 
& liberties of America. 

"That the said commissioners be directed to cultivate the 
friendship of the Shawanese & Delawares & prevent our people 
from committing any outrages against them. 
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"That they be impowered to engage as many of the Delaware 
& Shawanese warriors in the Service of the United States as 
they judge convenient. 

"That they be impowered & directed, for effectually checking 
the progress of the enemy, to concert with brigadier general 
Hand, a plan of carrying the war into the enemy's country, & 
cause the same to be executed with all convenient dispatch. 

"And in order to prevent such barbarous incursions for the 
future, that the said commissioners be impowered to cause the 
operations of the war to be extended against the British gar- 
rison at Detroit & its dependencies, provided the reduction of 
that fortress can in their opinion be effected at this season of the 
year, & the whole can be accomplished by a force not exceeding 
two thousand men, exclusive of Indian auxiliaries. 

"That it be earnestly recommended to the legislative powers 
of Virginia & Pensylvania, to invest the commissioners with 
every necessary authority over their respective militias; to 
impower them to arrest and commit for tryal, such of their 
respective inhabitants on the Western frontiers as shall appear to 
have been concerned in any conspiracy or plot, against the United 
States, or otherwise to afford the said commissioners, such 
assistance, as shall be necessary in consequence of these resolves— 

"Resolved, That the case of colonel Geo. Morgan be included 
in the business referred to the consideration of the commissioners 
who are to be appointed for various purposes on the Western 
frontier, that in the mean while col. Morgan be restored to the 
appointment of agent for Indian affairs, & that he be appointed 
deputy-commissary-general of purchases in the Western district. 

"Congress proceeded to the election of commissioners to pro- 
ceed to fort Pitt, & the ballots being taken, Colo. Samuel Wash- 
ington, Gabriel Jones Esq. & Col. Joseph reed were elected. 
Extr act from the Minutes Chas. Thomson Secy. "(8) 

8-Col. Samuel Washington, of ,, Harewood," Berkeley Co., Va., 2d 
son of Augustine and Mary Washington, was born Nov. 14, 1734. He has 
many descendants. 

Gabriel Jones, of Augusta and Rockingham Counties, born May 17, 
1724, died October 1S06. He was long a distinguished lawyer, and was 
frequently in the House of Burgesses. See Waddell's "Annals of Augusta 
County" 81-84. He married Mrs. Margaret (Strother) Morton and has 
descendants. 

Col. Joseph Reed, born at Trenton, N. J., Aug. 27, 1741, died in Phila- 
delphia, March 5, 1785. He was actively engaged during the Revolution 
and was the close friend and confidential secretary of Gen. Washington. 

Chas. Thomson, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of Congress, 1774-17S9. 
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The following letter, the original being in the Library of 
Congress, among the Papers of the Continental Congress (No. 
56, folio 89), is self explanatory: 

"Sir: 

"His Excellency Patrick Henry Esq' has been Pleased to 
apoint Colo. Saml. McDowell & my self in the Room of Saml. 
Washington & Gabriel Jones Esq' who have Declined the 
apointment of your Honourable Body on the 20 th Nov' Last. 
The Inclemency of the Season has prevented us from Setting 
out on our Journey, but should the weather Permitt we purpose 
going on moonday the 23 d Ins' & hope to be at Pitsburg in Ten 
days after y* time, where we shall Expect to meet with the 
other gentlemen who may be apointed from the State of Pen- 
sylvania — I have the Honour to be for Colo. McDowell & my 
self — Sir 

Your most obedient 

& Most Humbl Servant 

Samp. Mathews"(9) 
Staunton 13 th Pebry 1778 

Addressed on back : 

"To the Honourable Henry Laurance 
President of Congress" 

Pennsylvania appointed one commissioner, George Clymer, 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence. He reached Fort 
Pitt before the Virginian and on March 7, 1778 communicated 
with Congress. The letter, dated from Pittsburg, is preserved 
in the same volume with the preceding, it is in part : 

"Neither of my Collegues having joined me from Virginia, Con- 
gress has yet reaped little advantage in this Quarter from the Ap- 
pointment of Commissioners * * *. To repair this unhappy 

9-Samuel McDowell, born in Pennsylvania Oct. 27, 1735, removed to 
Va. in 1737, died near Danville, Kentucky, Oct. 25, 1817. A member 
of Lewis's company at Braddock's defeat, and for many years a member 
of the Virginia Assembly. In 1782 he was appointed a commissioner 
to settle land claims in Kentucky, and served in the Kentucky Legisla- 
ture. 

Sampson Mathews, of Augusta County, Va., died in 1807. He was lone 
a prominent citizen of the county, was commissary of Col. Charles Lewis 
regiment in the Point Pleasant campaign and served in 17S1 as Colonel of 
Augusta militia. (See Waddcll's "Annals of Augusta County.") 
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loss of time as much as lies in my power, I shall of my own 
Authority send off a Messenger to the Delawares tomorrow, 
to make known to them the friendly disposition of Congress, 
to communicate the prosperous Situation of our Affairs, and 
to invite their principal Men to Fort Pitt: confessing to you at 
the same time my Doubts whether they will incline to put them- 
selves in the power of our frontier people, whose indiscriminate 
hatred of Indians, has been such as to make them shew, on 
some occassions, little regard to the Laws of Protection or 
Maxims of good policy * * *." 

Mathews probably reached Fort Pitt about the middle of 
March, being the only representative from Virginia, thus he 
and Clymer served as the commission by virtue of the resolu- 
tions of Congress of November 20, 1777. A very interesting 
letter, signed by them jointly, and addressed to the President 
of Congress, is among the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
(No. 78, folio 155) and is here quoted in full: 

"Sir: 

"In our Letter of the 31 March which we had the honor to 
write you, we communicated the several steps pursued by us, 
previous to the elopement of McKee, (10) to cultivate the Friend- 
ship of the Delawares : since when we have laboured assiduously 
by messages, and letters to take off any bad impressions he, 
and his associates, might have left on the Minds of these people. 
By these Means, and Fixing on a new day, we have obtained 
a visit from two of their Chiefs; but as a particular relation of 
our Proceedings with them accompanies this, we shall only 
observe that 'tho these Indians appear well disposed to be in 
friendship with us, we could not venture to make them any 
proposition towards engaging a number of them in our service. 

Congress will perceive the Expediency of appointing Com- 
missioners to Conduct the Treaty proposed to be opened here 
the twenty-third day of July next. 

10-This refers to the escape of McKee and some followers, including 
members of the Thirteenth Virginia regiment, from Fort Pitt on the 
night of March 28, 1778. They had remained loyal to the English and 
appear to have made their way to Detroit. 
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We have already endeavoured to give Congress some Idea 
of the weak and disjointed state of the Frontier, against which 
the Wyandots, and other Indians from the neighbourhood of 
Lake Erie, continue to exercise their cruelties, and we have now 
more possible Reasons to apprehend that so far from effectually 
repelling the Indians the Inhabitants will rather retire to the 
other side of the Mountains — an event perhaps to be deprecated, 
less as temporary loss of country, than as it may produce in 
many an aversion to the cause, an attachment to which has 
occasioned their sufferings. And we may add, a political 
change of this nature will not be thought improbably to take 
place in minds ill-informed, and when consequently but little 
steadiness of Principle is expected. This among other con- 
siderations induces us to submit to Congress the propriety of 
immediately setting on foot an Expedition, whose object shall 
be Detroit, the source of all the Calamity, in which if we are 
fortunate, Peace and Security will undoubtedly succeed in this 
Quarter. If the Idea is adopted by Congress, it is proposed to 
employ in it three thousand of the Militia, as we conceive a 
smaller number would not effectually secure a march through 
the Indian Country, but as an Assult may be found necessary, 
they would be accompanied by at least four hundred regular 
trcops, together with a small Artillery. The Dependence for 
Militia we have supposed must be almost altogether on Vir- 
ginia, frcm a presumption all the force, that of two most westerly 
counties excepted, which the Government of Pennsylvania can 
draw into the field must necessarily be employed this Campaign 
within the State. The great Kenahwa is thought of as the 
properest Rendezvous of those from the nearest Counties, to 
consist of fifteen hundred men, and Fort Pitt for that of the 
remainder, but a junction of the Divisions to be made at the 
Great Kenahwa, from whence the whole should proceed to- 
gether. 

Some Estimates, with a Calculation of the Sums that will be 
required to be lodged in Virginia, to set forward the Division 
to Kenahwa come herewith for the View of Congress. 

This attempt being made with so powerful a Force, we are 
not without hopes the Delawares generally, with the well dis- 
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posed Shawanoes, would engage more decisively in our favour, 
as from what we learn, they are already greatly irritated by the 
Threats, and Insults they have received from the enemy 
Indians in passing through their Country to ours. 

Nothing material remaining for us to do in this Question, we 
propose this to finish the Business of our Commission, and shall 
set out for home Tomorrow 

We have the honor to be 

with Sentiments of Regard, Sir 
Your most obed' hum Serv u 
Pittsburgh Geo. Clymer" 

April 27, 1778 Samp. Mathews." 

The honorable Henry Laurens Esq' President of Congress." 
On the back of the letter is this note : 
"Letter from Commissioners 
at Fort Pitt, 27 April 1778 
rec'd 6 May 

referred to the board of war 
who are directed to report 
thereon. — " 

Thus the commissioners made two distinct suggestions to 
Congress, first the desirability of an active campaign, with 
Detroit as the objective point, and second "the Expediency of 
appointing Commissioners to Conduct the Treaty proposed to 
be opened here [Fort Pitt] the twenty-third day of July next." 
Both suggestions were accepted by Congress and the campaign, 
as conducted by General Mcintosh, formed the subject of the 
second article of this series. The question of the proposed 
treaty was probably discussed by the Commissioners in an 
earlier communication to Congress, as it was merely mentioned 
in the above letter of April 27. 

The letter was duly considered by the Board of War, and on 
June 4 the following resolutions were entered in the Journal 
of Congress : 

"The Board of War having represented the expediency of 
appointing commissioners to meet the Indians at Fort Pitt, and 
to attend the treaty proposed by the late commissioners, 
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Resolved, that three commissioners be appointed for the 
purpose of holding a treaty with the Delawares, Shawanese, 
and other Indians, who may assemble at Fort Pitt, on the 
twenty third of July next. 

Resolved, That the governor and council of the State of 
Virginia te requested and authorized to appoint two gentlemen, 
and the executive power of the State of Pennsylvania, to appoint 
ore gentkrr.an, of suitable characters, for the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Congress will make an adequate allowance 
for the services and expences of said commissioners." 

And on June 20 the following entry was made in the Journal 
of Congress : 

"The Committee on Indian Affairs to whom was referred the 
letter of Colonel G. Morgan, dated the 10 th instant, brought 
in a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be directed to 
procure goods, and such other articles as are proper for presents 
to the western Indian nations, to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars, and transmit the same to Fort Pitt, to the commission- 
ers, who are to treat with the Indians there on the 23 day of 
July next : and that the said commissioners be also directed to 
dispose of the said goods amongst the said Indians in such 
manner as they shall judge will best conduce to conciliate their 
affections and secure them in the interest of these states : 

That the said commissioners be empowered to draw on the 
military chest at Fort Pitt, for such sums as shall be necessary 
to defray the contingent expenses of the said treaty." 

The resolution of Congress of June 4, was acted upon by 
Governor Henry of Virginia on June 18. On that day the 
following was entered in the Journal of the Virginia Council, a 
manuscript volume now in the State Library at Richmond: 

"Agreeable to a Resolution of Congress, Andrew Lewis(ll) 

11-Andrcw Lewis was born in Ireland about the year 1720, and died in 
Bedford county, Virginia, September 27, 1781. He was closely assoc- 
iated with Washington during the campains of 1754 and 1755. In 1756 
he led the Sandy Creek expedition. On March 1, 1776 he was com- 
missioned Brigadier General in the Continental army, but soon resigned 
on account of failing health. 
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& John Walker(12) Esquires, are, by the Governor with the 
advice of Council, appointed Commissioners for the purpose of 
holding a Treaty with the Delaware, Shawanesse & other Indians 
who may assemble at Fort Pitt on the twenty third day of July 
next." 

And again on July 4, the subject was mentioned in the Journal 
of the Council : 

"John Walker esquire having signified that it will be out of 
his power to Act as a Commissioner at the Indian Treaty to be 
held at Fort Pitt on account of the Indisposition of his family, 
Thomas Lewis(13) esquire of Augusta is appointed in his room; 
And as there is a probability of Andrew Lewis Esquire his 
refusing to Act on Account of the Indians having committed 
Hostilities near his house, in that Case, Sampson Matthews 
Esquire is appointed to act in his stead." 

Pennsylvania failed to have a commissioner at the treaty 
which was conducted by the two brothers, Thomas and Andrew 
Lewis, on behalf of the United States, and the three Delaware 
Chiefs, White Eyes, Pipe, and Killbuck as representatives of 
their nation. On account of the delay in the arrival of conti- 
nental troops at Fort Pitt, it became necessary to change date 
of July 23, as originally set. Colonel Brodhead, with the 
Eighth Pennsylvania regiment, reached Fort Pitt on September 
10, 1778. The Commissioners and Indians were gathered there, 
and two days later, on September 12, they met in Council. 
The events of the succeeding days, closing with the signing of 
the treaty on September 17, will form the subject of the fifth 
article of this series. 

12-John Walker, eldest son of the well-known Dr. Thomas Walker, 
of "Castle Hill," Albemarle Co., Va., was born Feb. 13, 1744, and died 
Dec. 2, 1809. He was a member of the House of Burgesses, the Conven- 
tions of 1775, was an aide to Washington in the Revolution and U. S. 
Senator from Virginia in 1790. 

13-Thomas Lewis, the older brother of Andrew Lewis mentioned 
above, was born in Ireland in 1718; died in 1790. He was a member of 
House of Burgesses and likewise a member of the State convention that 
ratified the Federal constitution. 



